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• History
• Monitoring
• Challenges
• Partnerships
• Actions/Solutions



History of Guam’s Marine Preserves
• Process initiated in 1988
• Initial goal to delineate 20% of coastal habitat
• Selection of 60 sites
• Criteria

– Relevant habitat
– Accessibility
– Protection of spawning fishes
– Reduce user-conflicts
– Safety
– Enforceable
– Cultural Practices

DAWR



ESTABLISHMENT OF GUAM’S 
MARINE PRESERVE  

•5 permanent and 4 rotating proposed
•Public hearings held (1993, 1995)

Public input and testimony
•Legislative hearing
•Five Preserves established (11.5%)
•Public Law 24-21 (1997)
•Enforcement delay until 2001
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Monitoring/Research
• Department of Agriculture DAWR - Fish
• University of Guam Marine Laboratory – Current 

(Wolanski et al. 2003), spawning and 
recruitment (M. Tupper) seagrass, algal, soft 
coral

• Guam Environmental Protection Agency –
EMAP, Water Quality 



CHALLENGES

• Enforcement
– personnel, vessel, funding, prosecution

• Land Based Sources of Pollution
– sedimentation, development, wildland fires

• Recreational Impacts
– coral and seagrass impacts  

• Community
– addressing stake holder issues, cultural 

fishing, open the preserves
• Difficulties in hiring 



PARTNERSHIPS
– Guam Department of 

Agriculture (Forestry & 
Soil Resources & 
DAWR)

– Bureau of Statistics and 
Plans 

– Guam Environmental 
Protection Agency 

– UOG Marine Laboratory
– Guam Fisherman’s 

Coop
– Guam Visitors Bureau
– Guam Hotel and 

Restaurant Association

– Western Pacific 
Regional Fisheries 
Management Council

– NOAA



Regional Scale



CURRENT ACTIONS/SOLUTIONS 
TO STRENGTHEN 

• Recently hired an attorney to prosecute natural resource 
violations.

• Conservation Officer Reserve 
Program - rules and 
regulations - administrative 
process

• Citation Program for
natural resource violations -
rules and regulations -
administrative process

• Marine Preserve Eco-permitting 
system (Public Law 27-87) – rules and regulations -
administrative process

• Plans to obtain/purchase an enforcement vessel



Thank You

Si Yu’us Ma’ase’
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